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Course Name:  Ontario Literacy Course 

Course Code:  OLC4O 

Ministry Guidelines: The Ontario Curriculum English Literacy Course (OSSLC) 2003 

Level:  Grade 12 Open   

  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Overview: This course is designed to help students acquire and demonstrate the cross-curricular 

literacy skills that are evaluated by the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT). Students who 
complete the course successfully will meet the provincial literacy requirement for graduation.  

Students will read a variety of informational, narrative, and graphic texts and will produce a variety of 
forms of writing, including summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces, and news reports. Students 

will also maintain and manage a portfolio containing a record of their reading experiences and samples of 
their writing. 

Eligibility requirement: Students who have been eligible to write the OSSLT at least twice and who have 

been unsuccessful at least once are eligible to take the course. (Students who have already met the literacy 
requirement for graduation may be eligible to take the course under special circumstances, at the discretion 

of the principal.) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Curriculum Strands and Overall Expectations: 

Build ing Read ing Skills 
By the end of this course,  students will:  

•  demonstrate the ability to read and respond to a variety of texts;  

•  demonstrate understanding of the organizational structure and features of a variety of informational,  narrative, and 

graphic texts,  including information paragraphs, opinion pieces, textbooks, newspaper reports and magazine stories, and 

short fiction; 

•  demonstrate understanding of the content and meaning of informational,  narrative, and graphic texts that they have read 

using a variety of reading strategies; informational,  narrative, and graphic texts.   

Build ing Wr it ing Skills 
•  demonstrate the ability to use the writing process by generating and organizing ideas and producing first 

drafts, revised drafts, and final polished pieces to complete a variety of writing tasks; 

•  use knowledge of writing forms, and of the connections between form, audience, and purpose, to write 
summaries, information paragraphs, opinion pieces (i.e.,  series of paragraphs expressing an opinion), news 

reports, and personal reflections, incorporating graphic elements where necessary and appropriate.  

Und erst and ing and  Assessing Grow t h  in  Lit eracy  
•  demonstrate understanding of the importance of communication skills in their everyday lives – at school, 
at work, and at home; 

•  demonstrate understanding of their own roles and responsibilities in the learning process;  

•  demonstrate understanding of the reading and writing processes and of the role of reading and writing in 

learning; 
•  demonstrate understanding of their own growth in literacy during the course.  
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                   Learning Skills and Work Habits                   
Evaluation                             E= Excellent  G=Good  S=Satisfactory N= Needs Improvement 

 

 
     

Term Work 70% 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 
25% 

Thinking  25% 

Communication 25% 

Application 25% 

Final Assessment    30% 

  

Culminating Task  

(Course Portfolio) 

30% 

Course Total   100% 

 

Missed/Late/Incomplete Assignments 
  

It is the student’s responsibility to address missed, late, or incomplete 
assignments.  Students are expected to complete assignments and to 
adhere to assignment deadlines as follows: 
 

Due Date 10% Penalty 
Zone 

Closure Date 

 
A due date is set 
by the teacher. 

 
1 school day late – 

3% 
2 school days late 

– 6% 
3 school days late 

– 10% 
Maximum penalty 

of 10% 

 
Once the closure 
date has passed, 
work is considered 
incomplete and a 
mark of zero 

applies. 

 

READING •  Types of  t ext s read The OSSLT requ ires st ud en t s t o  read  t w elve assigned  select ions o f  varying lengt hs and  

d egrees o f  challenge on  a range o f  t op ics. The read ing select ions includ e: in f o rm at ional t ext s nar rat ive t ext s graph ic t ext s. 

The em p hasis in  t he t est  is on  in f o rm at ional t ext s.  

•  Read ing skills d em onst rat ed  

St ud en t s answ er  q uest ions designed  t o  m easure t heir  skills in  und erst and ing and  in t erp ret ing t he t ext s t hey  have read . 

They m ust  d em onst rat e skills in  t h ree key areas: und erst and ing d irect ly st at ed  id eas and  in f o rm at ion ; und erst and ing 

ind irect ly st at ed  id eas and  in f o rm at ion ; m aking connect ions b et w een  p ersonal know led ge and  exp er iences and  t he id eas 

and  in f o rm at ion  in  t ext s  Reading st rat egies used  St ud en t s are exp ect ed  t o  ap p ly t he f o llow ing read ing st rat egies t o  

und erst and  t ext s: using know ledge o f  st ruct ure and  organ izat ional; elem en t s o f  t ext s t o  und erst and  t heir  m ean ing, 

p urp ose and  in t end ed  aud ience; using visual f eat ures o f  t ext s t o  und erst and  t heir  m ean ing and  purp ose; using know ledge 

and  con t ext  t o  und erst and  un f am iliar  and  t echn ical vocabulary and  language used  f igurat ively; using gram m at ical 

st ruct ures and  p unct uat ion  t o  und erst and  m ean ing  

WRITING •  Wr it ing f orm s used The OSSLT requ ires st ud ent s t o  p rod uce f our  p ieces o f  w r it ing , one in  each  o f  t he f o llow ing 

f o rm s: a sum m ary; an  in f o rm at ion  p aragraph ; an  op in ion p iece (“a ser ies o f  p aragrap hs exp ressing  an  op in ion ”); a new s 

rep o r t  •  Wr it ing skills dem onst rat ed  The w r it ing  t asks are d esigned  t o  m easure st ud en t s’ skills in  com m un icat ing id eas 

and  in f o rm at ion  clear ly. St uden t s m ust  d em onst rat e t heir  skills in  t he f o llow ing key areas: d evelop ing a m ain  id ea; 

p rovid ing supp or t ing d et ails; o rgan izing and  linking id eas and  in f o rm at ion ; using an  app rop r iat e t one f o r  t he sp ecif ied  

p urp ose and  aud ience; using co r rect  gram m ar  and  p unct uat io n ; using co r rect  sp elling  CONDITIONS St ud en t s d em onst rat e 

lit eracy skills w it h in  t he t im e lim it s o f  t he t est . 

 
Parent Signature:  _______________________   Student Signature:  ______________________ 

Responsibility  Fulfills responsibility and 
commitments. 

 Takes responsibility for 
and manages own 
behavior. 

Organization   Devises and follows a 
plan and process for 
completing tasks. 

 Establishes priorities 
and manages time 

Independent 
Work 

  Independently monitors, 
assesses, and revises 
plans to complete tasks 
and meet goals. 

 Uses class time to 
complete tasks. 

Collaboration  Accepts various roles 
and an equitable share 
of work in a group. 

 Builds healthy peer-to-
peer relationships. 

Initiative   Looks for and acts on 
new ideas and 
opportunities. 

 Approaches new tasks 
with a positive attitude. 

Self-
Regulation 

  Sets own goals and 
monitors progress 
towards achieving them. 

 Seeks clarification or 
assistance when 
needed. 


